[Visual stability in diabetic retinopathy treated by panretinal laser photocoagulation].
To evaluate the effect of laser treatment in the visual acuity caused by advanced diabetic retinopathy without visual complaints. A descriptive observational study was developed in advanced diabetic retinopathy patients not presenting visual complaints. The patients were submitted to argon laser panretinal photocoagulation after ophthalmological examination as well as retinography and retinal angiofluoresceinography. The same initial exams were repeated between third and fifth months after the treatment. The non-parametric Wilcoxon test was employed for statistical evaluation between the visual acuities before and after the treatment. The sample involved 67 eyes of 44 patients. Of these 67 eyes, 37 (55.2%) presented proliferative diabetic retinopathy and 30 (44.8%) showed severe and severe non proliferative diabetic retinopathy. The visual acuity before the treatment ranged from 0.5 to 1.0 (mean 0.81 +/- 0.16). There was no significant statistical difference between the visual acuity (p= 0.057) before and after the treatment during the follow-up period of five months. The visual stability after panretinal argon laser photocoagulation indicated the need of this treatment in early phases of diabetic retinopathy in order to preserve the visual function.